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12th a blizzard began that kept them in their tents for two days.
Visibility was reduced to a hundred feet and the camp was too
near the Barrier edge for complete safety; but nothing could be
done till 10 a.m. on the i4th when the weather improved, and at
7 p.m. the hut was reached.
On November i8th, 1911, the Second Geological Party left
their main depot at Butter Point. This party of four men was
also led by Dr. Taylor and their ultimate objective was Granite
Harbour. A depot was left at Cape Bernacchi on November zoth
and Dunlop Island passed on the 23rd. " Night" marching was
adopted on the 24th because of the sun's heat and Cape Roberts
reached on the 26th. The headquarters of the party were fixed
at a point in Granite Harbour that they named Cape Geology and
where they arrived on November 3oth. The immediate district
was thoroughly explored during the next two months. Carto-
graphical and geological surveys were made, the movement of the
Mackay Ice Tongue was measured and Mount Suess ascended.
This mountain was found to be over 3,000 feet high, and a mag-
nificent panorama presented itself from the summit. Stupendous
cliffs were seen rising 2,000 feet out of the glaciers. Some lumps
of coal were picked out of a moraine but the original deposits were
not discovered.
On January i5th, 1912, this party was to have been relieved
by the Terra Nova from Cape Roberts; but after waiting until
February 5th they began to make their way down the coast over
the Wilson Piedmont. Cape Bernacchi was regained on the 8th
and Butter Point on the i2th. They were picked up by the ship
off the snout of the Blue Glacier on February *4th, 1912, and Dr.
Taylor sailed on the Terra Nova for home with Lieut. Evans,
Dr. Simpson, Mr. Ponting and others, nine in all, who were not
remaining for the second winter.
The Journey to Cape Crosier in the darkness of the Antarctic
night takes us back to the first winter at Cape Evans. This journey
to the Emperor penguin rookery was made by Dr. E. A. Wilson,
the leader of the party, Lieut. H. R. Bowers and Mr. Apsley Cherry-
Garrard. Emperor penguins hatch their young during the coldest
part of the year and it was desirable to obtain their eggs for an
examination of the embryo chicks. This journey also offered an
opportunity for studying winter conditions on a corner of the
Barrier, as well as of testing some sledging rations.